What to do if you have a concern

Why are you concerned?
· Disclosure 
· Child’s appearance – may include unexplained marks as well as dress
· Behaviour change
· Witnessed concerning behaviour




Designated Safeguarding Lead
· Consider whether the child is at immediate risk of harm meaning an immediate referral must be made e.g. unsafe to go home.
· Access the Westminster Threshold document and procedures.
· Refer to other agencies as appropriate e.g Children’s Social Care, Police, Early Help Notification Form or Request for Support Form. (Complete communicating with external agency form)
Immediately record your concerns 

Follow the United Synagogue procedure outlined in the policy:
· Reassure the child
· Clarify concerns if necessary (TED: Tell, Explain, Describe)
· Use child’s own words
· Complete fully the logging of concern form (and body map if required)
· Seek support for yourself if required from DSL
At all stages the child’s circumstances will be kept under review 
The DSL/Staff will re-refer if required to ensure the child’s safety is paramount
If you are unhappy with the response

Staff:
· Seek advice from the Designated Safeguarding Team
· Follow Whistleblowing Procedures – see policies and procedures

Children and Parents/Carers:
· Follow the Kindergarten in the Wood complaints procedure located on nursery computer or policies and procedure file in staff room
Inform the Designated Safeguarding Lead or refer if appropriate
Monitor 
Complete the DSL response form / chronology sheet:
· What you are monitoring e.g. behaviour trends, appearance etc. 
· How long you will monitor 
· Where, how and to whom you will feedback and how you will record
Review and Re-refer (if necessary)
Record decision making and action taken in the child’s safeguarding/child protection file
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